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Scientific Committee meeting SC(M)10-2024

Tuesday, 12 November 2024 (9h00 to 12h30)

Rome


The 10th meeting of the Scientific Committee (SC) focused mainly on the following items: 
1. SESAR 3 JU activities overview
2. Bi-annual work programme 2024, second amendment
3. Update on Performance Task Force 
4. Outlook on the future of ATM research beyond 2028
5. Open data task force  
6. SESAR Innovation Days
7. Young Scientist Award 2024 update


1. SESAR 3 JU activities overview 
The SESAR 3 JU provided an overview of the ER3, IR02, DSD3 calls for proposals and their timeline. 
Regarding international affairs, the SESAR 3 JU reported about its participation in the 14th ICAO Air Navigation Conference, and in several bilateral meetings with third countries, together with DG MOVE and EASA, including USA, Canada, Brazil, Singapore, Japan, and China.
In terms of publications, the Consolidated Annual Activity Report 2023 and the SESAR Innovation pipeline 2023 were published. Additionally, CORDIS published the Air Traffic Management and the Green Deal brochure, highlighting the SESAR projects related to environmental aspects. 
The main upcoming events and the latest information about the ATM Master Plan adoption were presented. 

2. Bi-annual work programme 2024, second amendment
The SESAR 3 JU thanked the SC for their comments on the draft Bi-annual Work Programme (BAWP) 2024, second amendment. The key changes, including updates to the European ATM Master Plan, calls, budget, procurement, corporate risks, and operational objectives were outlined. The SC expressed support to the document, noting that most comments were editorial. It was clarified that remarks on 2024 activities would not be implemented, as the amendment focuses on 2025, with historical updates included in the 2024 Annual Report.

3. Update on Performance Task Force 
The SC discussed the best approach for the deliverables that ER application-oriented research projects are required to produce. 
It was specified that the completion of some deliverable templates requires excessive effort for lower TRL projects and SC members were invited to provide suggestions in writing to the SESAR 3 JU about parts of the template that are not applicable to lower TRL, indicating the gaps between the lower TRL and the performance framework. The SESAR 3 JU will check how to address this request when drafting the next edition of the project handbook. 

4. Outlook on the future of ATM research beyond 2028
The SC exchanged on the content of paper about the outlook on the future of ATM research beyond 2028, to be completed by the end of the year. 

5. Open data task force 
SC members confirmed the importance of making data as open as possible and available to the ATM research community. A representative from EUROCONTROL explained that EUROCONTROL provides data for research activities through the “Aviation Data for Research” initiative and has investigated the possibility to improve the data set provided with additional and more recent operational data. 
The SC exchanged on the available repositories and data categories that should be made available in an open manner to support research and innovation in ATM.
 
6. Update on the SESAR Innovation Days
The SIDs Programme Committee chair provided a presentation on the SIDs positive evolution in terms of participation and submission of technical papers, since the beginning of the event in 2011. 

The SC members discussed about the optimal size of the event, both in terms of participants and papers, as well as the level of international outreach. These elements have to be considered based on the purpose of event, i.e. whether it is primarily dedicated to the research community or aims to engage with the industry and other relevant stakeholders. 

7. Young Scientist Award 2024 
SC members involved in the YSA evaluations provided an update on the status of the award and underlined that all the received applications were of good quality.  The announcement of the winning candidates was planned to take place on 15 November, at the end of the SESAR Innovation Days 2024.  
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