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Scientific Committee meeting SC(M)09-2024

Thursday, 19 September 2024 (9h00 to 12h00)

Online, via Teams



The ninth meeting of the Scientific Committee (SC) focused mainly on the following items: 
1. ER-03 call technical specifications 
2. Update on Performance Task Force 
3. Master Plan campaign 
4. Outlook on the future of ATM research beyond 2028
5. Open data task force  
6. SESAR Innovation Days
7. Young Scientist Award 2024 update
8. SC Chair and vice-Chair mandate


1. ER-03 call technical specifications 
The SESAR 3 JU explained that the ER-03 draft technical specifications are based on the strategic development priorities and development actions of the MP update, and on the outcome of the ER-01 and ER-02 calls. The call will be articulated into two Work Areas, one dedicated to Fundamental and one to Applied Research and one additional generic topic on Fundamental Research open to innovative ideas.

The content of the technical specificatiosn was submitted for a consultation: 160 comments were received from the DMSC and the SC. The JU provided explanation on how the SC feedback was assessed and considered in the updated version. 

The call planning and grant agreement preparation timeline was presented, and the simplification of Work Packages’ and deliverables’ structure was discussed.  

2. Update on Performance Task Force
Projects coordinators provided an update on projects PEARL and AMPLE 3, which are dealing with transversal activities of the SESAR programme, i.e. performance management and network impact assessment and master planning and monitoring.

SC members discussed about the best approach to ensure that data are available for performance assessment, without creating situation of conflict of interest. They supported the use of digital and interoperable tools. 





3. Master Plan campaign 
The SC was updated with the progress of the document and the remaining steps leading to its adoption. 

4. Outlook on the future of ATM research beyond 2028
The SC exchanged on the content of the paper they were drafting about the outlook on the future of ATM research beyond 2028, to be completed by the end of the year. 

5. Open data task force 
SC members confirmed the importance of making data as open as possible and available to the ATM research community. They reiterated their interest in continuing the discussions on Open data and agreed to follow up on this matter with the SESAR 3 JU and with EUROCONTROL. 

6. Update on the SESAR Innovation Days
SC members were informed about the evaluation process of the papers submitted to the conference and discussed about the Special Issue on the previous conference.

7.  Young Scientist Award 2024 
SC members involved in the YSA evaluations provided an update on the status of the award and underlined that all the received applications were of good quality.  The announcement of the winning candidates was planned to take place during the SIDs 2024 in November. 

8. SC Chair and vice-Chair mandate
The SESAR 3 JU explained that in accordance with Article 153(3) of the Single Basic Act, the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson are elected for a period of 2 years, which term may be renewed following a vote among the Members. 
The Chair and vice-Chair were elected at the first meeting, on 10 November 2022. As the two-year mandate was coming to an end, it was necessary to consult the SC wishes for the next term. 
Both the Chair and the vice-Chair confirmed their availability for a second mandate and the SC members unanimously supported their mandate renewal.
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